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MY SUMMARY TO CIRCULATE: 

To give a true sense of the community attitude to our application I should point out that at 

least seven supportive submissions to the council were not registered as valid submissions 

because they did not include the correct terminology to explain the relevant grounds (such as 

“public nuisance”) for their submissions, or because they missed the deadline.  

Unfortunately they were simply genuine neighbours operating without the benefit of the 

coaching and “cut and paste” assistance provided by the anonymous circular to potential 

objectors.  The technical deficiencies in their submission were obviously exacerbated by the 

current pandemic restrictions, which have made it very hard for people to meet face to face to 

discuss the issues.   

If the panel agrees, I would like it to hear briefly from two of those rejected supporters, 

Simon York and Jonathan Hancock as part of my own submission, which I believe will give a 

better understanding of our business and true community attitudes to it.   

Mr York lives about 50 metres from our beer garden and says that when music is played 

outside the volume is not excessive and the hours are reasonable. “The clientele are mostly 

local regulars and are generally polite and well-behaved. The pub is a great asset to the 

neighbourhood. It has enabled me and my wife to make a circle of friends locally which 

would not have been possible without it. Indeed it is pretty much the only centre of real 

community activity for some distance around.” 

“Nonetheless… we have received circular letters through the door which are quite frankly 

scaremongering.” 

Mr Hancock explains that he and his family also live very close to our beer garden. 

“Although we can hear a little noise from there on summer days and early evenings, it’s 

never a problem - and we like hearing it! The noise always stops when it should, and the staff 

do everything they can to prevent any disruption to neighbours. We have never had a single 

complaint about the Garden Bar or its customers. It’s had a very positive impact on the area, 

and it’s great to have a friendly and responsible business like this in our community.” 

The five other unsuccessful submissions were largely from very long-standing members of 

the community who argued that the Garden Bar “serves our local community very well 

indeed”, is a friendly venue with “a great vibe” for business meetings, office gatherings and 

family events and has not caused crime or disruption, with one complaining that “due to it 

closing too early” he often has to move from the Garden Bar to a neighbouring pub. A regular 

theme is their fear that without council assistance the pub is likely to join many others in 

being unable to stay in business after the Covid lockdown.  

  

Could you please circulate the following to the panel members as part of my submission: 

“Attached is the anonymous letter (ANONYMOUS) that was distributed to our neighbours 

attacking our application, encouraging objections and complaints to the council about noise, 

and setting out local statistics on arson, violence and criminal damage that have nothing to do 

with the Garden Bar. This is important context for the panel to understand why there have 

been such a large number of objections. A cursory comparison of the anonymous material 

and the subsequent objections will show the enormous influence it had on many of those 

objections.    

More than one resident has since contacted us to say that they were so alarmed by that 

anonymous letter that they were spooked into lodging their own objections, only to realise 

later that the claims were unfair. Two separate neighbours who live very nearby with young 

families subsequently withdrew their objections saying they had come to realise that the 

anonymous claims were greatly exaggerated.  
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One family with a baby and a two-year-old daughter lives right next door to the pub, closer 

than any other neighbour, and has now written to us saying that they no longer object and 

instead trust us to work closely with them to resolve any concerns they have.  

They wrote: “We admit that when we received the letter from the anonymous neighbour we 

were frustrated as it appeared the application was made 'under the radar', and we vented some 

of the points highlighted in the letter in our own objection, such as the concerns around 

people coming from afar creating additional noise, and highlighting the concerns around 

crime, disorder and public nuisance.” 

They subsequently decided that many of the claims were inaccurate, adding that the pub is 

actually well-run and “over the past year the ambience of the pub has further improved under 

the good management of Annamari.” 

Even in their initial objection to extended trading hours that family had always supported our 

application to have children permitted to stay on the premises with their families until 10pm. 

Another resident of Jesmond Road with three young children whose backyard faces our beer 

garden emailed us saying: “I feel I owe you an apology over this. My reaction to the letter 

circulated was rather harsh and a bit of a knee-jerk reaction if I’m honest.”  

“I feel I should also apologise for casting aspersions at your clientele, I’m afraid to say that I 

listened to the voices around me on that one and regretted it pretty much as soon as I 

submitted my objection.”  
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From: Tom Patterson <tom.patterson@clickdatabases.co.uk>  
Sent: 16 May 2020 19:49 
To: EHL Safety <EHL.Safety@brighton-hove.gov.uk> 
Subject: Application ref: 1445/3/2020/01549/LAPREV 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to voice our support of the above application. It is important that local businesses are 
offered every chance to succeed in these difficult times and The Garden Bar serves our local 
community very well indeed. We are local residents and The Garden Bar’s licencing extension 
request seems to us to be very reasonable.    
 
Best regards, 
 
Tom & Lynne Patterson 
27 Jesmond Road 
HOVE 
BN3 5LN 
 
 
 
 
From: Ian <Ian@bristowstill.co.uk>  
Sent: 19 May 2020 12:15 
To: EHL Safety <EHL.Safety@brighton-hove.gov.uk> 
Cc: 'thegardenbarhove@gmail.com' <thegardenbarhove@gmail.com> 
Subject: 1445/3/2020/01549/laprev 
 
Dear Sirs 
I have been a resident of Mansfield Road  for nearly 20 years and would like to say since the Garden 
Bar was  taken over in 2012 the clientele and pub have changed dramatically and I cannot in all that 
time think of any trouble in our street. – The pub now attracts families , and as an accountant in 
Hove I m always happy to take clients there for lunch and when we have friends staying for 
weekends they are more than happy to visit the bar for lunch etc 
 
Annamari is always very accommodating and I believe runs a good pub which now attracts more 
functions , events  
 
I have lived through era s of Golden cross, Jamaica inn and would not wish to return to those days 
when 100% objection would have been made 
 
I would not object to the proposals as long as restraint and common sense prevails which I have no 
doubt will 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Ian Cleaver- resident Mansfield Road 
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From: Paul Gunn <paulmgunn94@gmail.com>  
Sent: 19 May 2020 22:21 
To: EHL Safety <EHL.Safety@brighton-hove.gov.uk> 
Subject: Garden Bar: Licencing support - 1445/3/2020/01549/LAPREV 

 
Hi, 
 
I am writing to you to express my support for the Garden Bar and their application to extend their 
licensing hours. 
 
The pub is the one that I frequent the most in the area and have often had to leave and visit a pub 
down the street due to it closing too early. I also feel that due the current situation that the 
hospitality sector face, it is the council’s duty to support them however possible and this is a great 
example of that. 
 
From Paul Gunn, a BN3 resident. 
 
Supporting The Garden Bar, 324 Portland Road, Hove, BN3 5LF. 
 

 Application reference: (1445/3/2020/01549/LAPREV) 
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From: Ella-Mei Preston <empreston123@gmail.com>  
Sent: 28 May 2020 13:15 
To: EHL Safety <EHL.Safety@brighton-hove.gov.uk> 
Cc: Robert Nemeth <Robert.Nemeth@brighton-hove.gov.uk>; Garry Peltzer-Dunn 
<Garry.PeltzerDunn@brighton-hove.gov.uk> 
Subject: Licencing support - 1445/3/2020/01549/LAPREV 

 
 
Hello,  
 
My name is Ella-Mei Preston and I live on 54 Marmion Road, Hove, BN3 5FT.  
 
The premises are The Garden Bar, 324 Portland Road, Hove, BN3 5LF application reference: 
1445/3/2020/01549/LAPREV 
 
I'm writing in support for the Garden Bar in Portland Road. As someone who grew up in the area, I 
can say that I have never had a problem with the Garden Bar. The staff are friendly and I've never 
felt intimidated whilst in the pub or walking past it as the patrons keep to themselves. I would like to 
point out that I am a 20-year-old, 5"2 woman and would happily wait in the bar by myself. To my 
family and friends, the pub is known as a family/functions pub.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
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